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ANTI FASCIST CAMPAIGN CHALLENGE TO DEPUTY CHIEF CONSTABLE – “Watch the video”
justice4bolton has challenged Greater Manchester Deputy Chief Constable Simon Byrne to watch the Granada TV footage which clearly  shows a protestor at the anti EDL demonstration in Bolton being hit twice with an extended police baton.
The Crown Prosecution Service dropped a case against 63 year old Alan Clough, of Radcliffe, near Bury, just 24 hours before he was due to appear at Bolton magistrates’ court today (Oct 20th) on a public order offence of using threatening, abusive or insulting words and behaviour.
This morning, on the steps of the magistrates’ court, justice4bolton campaigners showed the video and challenged the Deputy Chief Constable to watch it himself.
On Monday, March 22 this year, two anti racists who were at the demonstration were interviewed by Granada Reports and raised concerns about police brutality towards protestors.  In response, Deputy Chief Constable Byrne made the following statement on Granada Reports:  

       “I’ve absolutely no evidence at the moment to say anything but that

        our officers showed real restraint and their behaviour was 

        impeccable and we’ve been inundated with feedback praising 

        their behaviour in what were difficult circumstances on Saturday

        afternoon.”

This morning, justice4bolton spokeswoman Lindsay Bessell, who is from Bolton herself and was at the demonstration, read out a statement which said: 
“Deputy Chief Constable Byrne must now revisit his assessment in light of the latest footage that has emerged which provides clear evidence of unprovoked attacks by police on Mr Clough and other peaceful protestors.
“Following the 20th March, alongside a range of communities from Bolton, our national justice4bolton campaign has been calling for a transparent and sincere inquiry into policing that day.

“Now, we reissue that call alongside our call for the police and the CPS to abandon all attempts to criminalise people for demonstrating against racism and fascism.

“We will not be intimidated out of our commitment to anti racist and anti fascist activity.  Public protest is not a crime and, in the current economic crisis, organised resistance against racist and fascist movements and ideologies that are intended to divide and rule our multicultural society is vital.  This campaign will continue until justice for Bolton is done – and seen to be done.”

For more information, please contact:

Kath Grant, press officer, justice4bolton  07812471047
